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PUBLIC DEFENCE OF THE DISSERTATION 

 

General information about the public defence of the dissertation  

The relevant paragraphs of the Rules and Regulations of the Doctoral School of Informatics 

apply to any issues not covered in this document. 

Students who have successfully absolved the preliminary defence process can apply for the 

public defence procedure. The Doctoral Rules and Regulations §18 contains the relevant rules 

and regulations (https://infphd.unideb.hu/hu/szabalyzatok). The opponents can be the same 

people who participated in the preliminary defence process. 

Members of the defence committee are invited for participation by the Secretary of the Doctoral 

Council of Natural Sciences and Informatics. Organizing the date of the defence is the duty of 

the doctoral student. 

 

The formal requirements of the PhD dissertation are listed in the Doctoral Rules and 

Regulations §17 (https://infphd.unideb.hu/hu/szabalyzatok), §15 covers the scientific 

requirements for the candidate. 

The interface for the online public defence of the dissertation  

The online public defence procedure will be conducted on the interface recommended by the 

chairperson of the defence committee. The Doctoral School suggests the usage of CISCO 

Webex Meeting or Microsoft Teams, and to reduce the risks even the parallel setting of both is 

highly recommended. 

In order to cast their votes by secret ballot the assigned members of the committee can use the 

voting websites on the internet. The Doctoral School recommends using Doodle 

(https://adoodle.org/) or SurveyMonkey (https://www.surveymonkey.com/). 
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The process of the online public defence of the dissertation  

During the online public defence both the committee members and the candidate can stay at 

home (at their residence place). The IT devices and Internet connection necessary for the 

complex defence shall be provided by the participants. The Doctoral School shall not take any 

responsibility for the malfunctioning of the devices and Internet connection used by the 

Candidate. 

The candidate is required to be alone in the room used for the public defence, no one else is 

allowed to be present. The candidate has to prove this fact with a web camera if any member 

of the committee requests it. 

The chairperson will start the public defence procedure. The chairperson of the public defence 

committee, the two opponents, the members, the candidate and the supervisor are invited to the 

public defence (conference discussion).  Public access is made available through the open 

access to the online site. 

 

The candidate shall discuss the doctoral dissertation in a free presentation. The candidate shall 

forward the slides of the presentation to the chairperson the day before the public defence by 

12 o’clock the latest. The chairperson may share them with the committee members. 

The candidate is required to share his/her screen with the members of the committee. Failing to 

comply with this rule will be considered as using illicit aid. 

 

During the public defence procedure the chairperson or an assigned person shall record the 

opinions of the members about the presentation and about the answers given to the questions. 

Any questions can be sent to the candidate by the exam recorder through the CHAT platform 

to avoid any misunderstanding. According to the scenario the committee’s question is read out 

loud to the candidate and it is also recorded in writing on the CHAT platform. The candidate is 

required to answer immediately. If there are no more comments the chairperson closes the 

discussion. 

If the Internet connection fails during the free presentation the chairperson suspends the 

procedure. After the connection is restored the chairperson releases the suspension and the 

procedure can be continued. The time of the suspension does not count towards the time of the 

free presentation. 

If the Internet connection fails during the answers of the candidate the public defence procedure 

will be suspended until the connection is restored. When the connection is restored between the 

candidate and the members of the committee, the members will decide whether the candidate 

is to answer the original questions or he/she will get new questions. The members of the 

committee have the right to ask new questions, form additional opinions and comments even if 

the candidate has answered every question or has given a detailed response to every opinion, 

remark, suggestion.  
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If the Internet connection of the chairperson fails during the public defence procedure the 

examination will be suspended until the connection is restored. If the Internet connection of the 

secretary of the committee, one of the opponents or the assigned person fails the exam will not 

have to be suspended. If the Internet connection with more than one members with voting rights 

fails during the procedure the public defence will have to be suspended until the number of the 

online available members reaches the total number of the members with voting rights minus 

one person. If the Internet connection with the public audience fails the defence will not have 

to be suspended even if the particular member of the audience has already indicated that he/she 

has a question to ask or a comment to make. 

If the exam has to be suspended due to Internet failure the chairperson is authorized to order 

suspension or to release the suspension after the connection is restored. If the chairperson’s 

connection fails and the assigned person can be reached online, he/she is authorized to order 

suspension. If neither of them is available the senior member of the committee who is in the 

employment of the University is authorized to order suspension. If there is no Internet 

connection with any university employee members the senior outside member of the committee 

(who is not employed by the university) is authorized to order suspension. The written records 

of the public defence shall include the order and the release of the suspension. The time of the 

suspension does not count towards the time of the free presentation. 

Following the public defence the chairperson, the opponents and the members discuss the 

defence in a closed meeting. The chairperson or the assigned person will fill in the Justification 

part of the written record in agreement with the members of the board. The Voting part remains 

blank. Before ending the closed meeting the chairperson calls for secret voting through the 

online voting platform. The members are to vote by secret ballot about the followings: 

„Dissertation and academic accomplishment”; “The performance at the defence”. The 

chairperson announces the results of the voting to the participants of the public defence 

procedure. 

The attendance of the participants is proven and documented by the committee on a digital 

platform approved by the Doctoral School (e.g. by logging the discussion or video recording 

the defence). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This document was translated from the Hungarian form in case of any questionable situations 

Hungarian language shall be controlling in all respects and English language version shall not be 

binding on the parties. 
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